LESSONS OF THE SNOW

A Miawinter Discourss By Rev.T.|
De'Witt Talmage.

|L"l|h't|. The French avmv  marehs
o toward Moseow H00, 000 e,

dumb elements overwhelms that host
Napoleon rvetrents from Moscow with
about 200,000 men, 0 mivhty nuelous for |
another campuion niter he gets bhacle ta

A Seascn That is Grossly Muligned—Greny
LComtort in Sznll Thiugs—Earthly Woea
Often Blensings—The Only Puri-

when they start for home, is bright and

though this Russiun eampaizn has been

In a late sermon at Brooklyn Rev, T,
DeWitt Talmaje took his texj; from Job
“Hast thou entered i
the treasures of the snow?" g
Orossly maligned is the season of
winter. ‘The wpring and summer and |
sutumn have had many admirers, but!
winter. hoary headed and white bearded
winter, hath bad more cnemies than
Yet without winter the hu-
man raee wounld be inane und effortless.
You might spwiak of the winter as the
mother of tempests: | take it us the
fathor of & whole family of physical, |
mental and spiritual cnergies.
season of the yenr when we are so fu-
miliar with the snow, these frozen ve-
pors, the fallingy blossoms of the sky,
those white angels of the atmosphere,
L turn over the Jeuves of my Hible and
=though most of it was written in a
clime where snow seldom or never fell
—1 find many of these beautiful conge-
Iations. Thongh the writers may sel-
dom or never huve felt the cold touch
. of the snowflake on their cheek, they
- had in sight two mountains, the tops of
were sugirestive,
The fvst time we flud o deep fall of
snow n the Bible is where Samuel de-
" soribes a fight between Benaiah and a
lion in'a pit, miid though the snow may
nad under the wounds of
nd brute, the shaggy mon-
ster rolled over dead and the giant was
vietor. But the snow is not fully recog-
nized In the Bible
. @ntes Job, the nolentist, concerning its
“Hust thou entered

host of brave surviving Frenchmen.
But a cloud comes on
the air gets ehill. and one of the soldiers
cheek o snowflake, and
then there is o multiplication of these
wintry messages, and then all the skies |
let loose upon the warrlors a hurricana
march becomes diftl-
cult, and the horses find it havd to pull
the supply train, and the moen begin to
full under the fatigue. and many not |
able to take nnother step lie down in
the drifts never to rise, and the cavalry
horses stumble and fall, and 1,000 of
the army fall. and 10,000 perish, and
20,000 go down, and 50,000 wad 100,000, |
and 120,000 and 132,000 die, and the vie-
tor of Jenn and bridge of Lodi, and
Eylan, and Austerlitz where three great
armies, commanded by three Emperors,
sarrendered o him, now
renders to the snow lakes.
Historians do not spem to recognize
that thatide in that man's life
from December 18, 1500, when he ban-

the sky, and

feels on his

of snow, and the

himself sare- |

Josephine from the palace and so cha'- |

charged upon him from the fortresses
of the sky with nmunition of erystal.
Snowed under! Hillions, trillions, quad-
guintillions of flakes did the
work. Aud what a suggestion of ac-
rumulative power, nnd what a rebuke
to nll of us who get discouraged because
we cean not do much, snd therefore do |

‘have
both man a

“Oh,” says one, *I would like to stop
the forces of sin amd crime that are |
marching for the

. wondein, wayiog:
~_into the treasures of the snow?
I rather think that Job may have ex-
L the sunowflake with & wmlero-
. meope; for, although it is supposed that
the pe was invented long after
: :‘h:ns had been wonders of
flass iong before the microscope and
~ telesoope of later days were thought of.
through magnifying instru-
. ment or with unaided eye, 1 can not
say. but I am snore that Job somehow
‘went throngh the galleries of the snow-
~ fake and conuiod its pillars and found
.. wonders, raptures, mysteries, theolo-
" gles, majestios, infinitles walking up
and down its corridors, ns a result of
the question which the Lord had asked
: thon entered into the trens-
- uves of the suow "
. After & fresh foll of snow, in one
- walk cruah under your feet Tuiller-
indsor Castles, St. Pauls, St
BL Mark's Cathedral, Alham-
snd Sydenliam palaces innumera-
T'knosr 1t depends much on our
ecndition what |
meioors of the snow make.
now 1 propose for your spiritual
arlesting profit, If you will me-
guldanca, to take you through
these wonders of crystalliza-
potice first God in the ntiles,
p the snow in my hend and
ursers of eelestinl dominion
ese crystal pavements. The
talescope {8 grand, but [ nust confess
I1am quits as much interested in
The one reveals the
universs abovs us; the other just as
great 8 unlverse beneath us. What yon
cially s a God in
If we were seraphic or arch-
our untures we would want
CGod Iz the great; but such
short lived belogs as you
ant to find God In the littles.
the Maker of the universe
40 the architecture of o
: ing its shafts, its
' #, its walls, its irradia-
perfeat; | codelude He will look
foafgnificant affairs. And if
mmore talue than a sparrow,
oertalply we are of more value
an isanimate snowilake.
would ohlefly impress us with
in the Jitiles. It does not say,
‘Considar the «louds,” but it says, “'Con-
tha lillies.”! It does not say, *‘Be-
2 i ’ i “HBehold the
"ant it applands o cup of cold
the widow's two mites, and
hairs of your head are nom-
Do pot fear, thercfore, that you
goleg to be lost in the crowd. Do
) think that beeause you estimate
_yourself & omiy one snowfluke among
& three days' Januury snowstorm that
will bs forpotten.
dzap of chilled yopor is ns certuinly re-
; the Lord as the creation and
of & planet. Nothing is big

congquest of  the
nm  nobody,
neither wealth nor eloguence nor soecinl
What ean 1 do?" My brother,
how much do you weigh?
n snowflake?"
your share.

- Job's time,
It is nn aggragation of
small influencos that will yet put this
lost world back into the bosom of a
pardoning God.  Alas that there are so
many men and women who will not use
the one talent becanse they have not
ten, and will not give a penny beenuse
they can not give a dollar, and will not
speak as well as thoy ean because they
are not cloquent, and will not be a
snowflake because they can not be an
In earthly wars the Gen-
erals get about all the eredit, but in
the war of God and righteousness
and Heaven all the private soldiers will
get crowns of victory unfailing. When
we reach Heaven I do not think we will
be able to begin the new song right
away, because of the surprise we shall
feel at the comparative rewards glven.

"Then we shall see a palace, the door-
steps of gold and the windows of agute,
and the tower like the sun for brill-
innece, and chariots before the door, nnd |
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Princesses going up and down the steps,
and we shall say: “What one of the
hel: arshs lives here? That must be the
residence of a Panl or n Miiton, or some
one whose name resounds through all
the planet from which we have just
ascended.” **No, no,” says our celestinl
dragoman, *that is the residence of a
soul whom your never heard of. When
she gave & charity her left hand knew
not what her right hand did.
mighty in secret prayer, and no one
but God and her own soul knew it. She
had more trouble than any body in all
the land where she lived, and without
complaining she bore it, and though
her talents were never great whut
conseernted to
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the Lord Is making up for her earthly
privation by especial raptures here
Did you not have in your world below
an old classic swhich says something
abont ‘these are they who came out of
great tribulation, and they shall reign
forever and ever?' "

A% we pass up the street [ find a good
many on foot and I say to the dragoman:
“Wha are these?™
nume is announced 1 recognize that
some of them wereon earth great poets
and great orators and great merchants
and great warriors, and when 1 express
my surprise nbout their going on foot,
the dragoman says:
people are rewarded not sccording to
the number of their earthly tulents, bat
according to the use they made of what
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“In this country

The birth and

And then I thought to myself: “Why,
that theory would make n snowflake
that falls cheerfully and in the right
place, nud does all the work assigned
it, as honorable as a whole Mont Blane
“Yes, yes,” says the
“many of these

bat a ¢eomfort that ke is p God in
i The Empercrof all the Hussins
olden time wns Jooking at o map
before him his vast domin-
Lis eonlid not find Great Britain
and he called in his pecre-
“Where is Grent Brituin
¥ so moach about?”
thumt.” said the secretary,
peror raised his hand from
and ®iw the country hic was
for. And % is high time that
find this mighty realm of God close
By aud ander onr own little finger.
drop you gut of His memory would be
realign Flis omnisclence. To refuse
I1is proseotiom would be to sbdlcste
omulpotence. When you tsll me
Is the God of Jupiter, and the God
of Mareury, and the God of Saturn, you
~ !l me sometalng so vast that I can
" it. But if you tell me
thia God of the snowflake you tell
something I can hold and measure
Thua the smallest snow-
contains & jewel cuse of comfort.
l, an amethyst, a dia-
ne of the treasures of
snow. Take it for your present and
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of snowflakes.™
celestinl dragoman,
pedrls that you see on the forehead of
the righteous, and many of the gems in
the jewel case of Prince and Princess,
are only the petrified snowflakes of
earthly tempest, for God does not forget
his promise made in regard to them:
‘They shall be mine, said the Lord of
hosts, in the day when 1 make up my
jewels.' " Accumnlated power! Allthe
prayers and charities and kindnesses
und talents of all the good concentered
and compacted will be the world's evan-
gelization. This thought of the aggre-
gatlon of the many amalls into that one
mighty is another treasure of the snow,
Another treasure of the anow is tha
suggestion of the usefulnessof sorrow.
Absence of snow last winter made all
nations sick. Thatsnowlass winter has
not yetended its disasters. Withina few
weaks it put tens of thousands into
the grave and left others in homes and
hospitals gradually to godown. Called
by a trivial name, the Russian ‘‘grip.”
it was an international plague. Fleoty
of snow means public health. There
is no medicine that so soon ecures the
world’s malaria as these white pellets
that the oclouds adminlster.
sponte every flale absorbs unhealthy
The tables of mortality in New
York and Brooklyn Immediately less-
ened when the snows of last December
The snow is one of the
grandest and best of the world's doo-
tors. Yes; it s necensary for the land's
productiveness. Great snows in winter
are generaliy followed by greant hare
vests next summer.
has shown that snow contains a larger
percentage of ammonis than the rain,
and hence Its greater power of enrich-
ment. And besides that, it is a white
blanket to keep the earth warm. An
examination of snow in Siberia showed
that it was n hundred degrees warmer |
the snow than above the snow.
Alpine plants perished in the mild
winter of England for lack of enough
snow to leep them warm. Snow strikes |
back the rich gases which otherwise
would escape in the air and be lost
Thank God fer the snows
with any analogical faculty can notice
that out of such chill as the snow
cornes the wheat, without realizing that |
chilling sorrows produce harvests of
grace! The strongest Christinns, with: |
out uny exception, ars those who were
by bereavements or sickness or pover
ty or persecution, or all of them to-
gether, snowed under, and again and
snowed under.
storms of trouble!
larins of the soal.
of worldly dependence to God.
the roll of all the eminently plous of |
all the ages and you will flnd them the |
sons wnd deughters of sorrow.
Maronites say that
teristic of the codar tree is that when |
the air is full of spow, anl it begins to |
. Its beitaches in o
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* ghorm l=t an
welgh most delleate quantities, hold his

ig sonlea out of the window and
a fall on the surface of the
[l ill not even make it
i you wanl to express
ity of welght you say:
'h’m-:" but a snowilake
, Itis ju t twenty-four
And yet the

began to fall.

times lighter th
socumulstiom of these flakes
dowp, & few dayn ago, io sight of my
aph poles, mnnde help-
fire departments, and
halted #ail tratns with two thundering
Jocomotives. We have already learned
#0 much of the power of electricity that
we have bgoomy careful how we touch
the elecirle wira, and in many cases o
touch bis boem death.
the snosw pat its hand on most of
wires and tore them down as
though shey were cobwebs.
. The snow put Its finger on the lip of
. gur olties that wure talking with each
o and they want Into silence, utter-
not & word. The snow is mightier
A1 In March, 1888, the
ien.

Scientiffic analysis

house, rix te

But, a few days

~'Stay home!” To Philadelphia:
y bome!” To Washington:

" Te : “'Stay homa
nto ¢ white sepulohre most of
m. Commerce, whose wheels
: _ before, stopped then.
Bat waa the watter? Power of no-
~sumulated snowflakes. On ‘the top of
es one flake falls, and
they plle up, and they
a iboentain of flecce on the top of
& mountain- of rock, until one day o
[ of wied, or even the voice of o

They lkill the mn-
They drive us out

by i

e sets the frozen vapors into
descent they |

and by awful
L every thing in thelr course —
rocls, villigoes—as when, in 1897,
town of Brinl in Valais was buried,
ad In 1024, In Switzerlund, 300 soldiars
These avalanches
~ wwere mude ap of single snowflakes.
the winter of 1812, by & similar

descend, the tree
way better to receive
bear up wuder it and 1 know by muceh
observarion that o

Dreanetos towasl Lol w
| ef trouble ure coming,
ocoffin wus made out of the masts of the

Eprops. was_de- | sbip L'Orient, in whioh he had foughi

Lord Nelson's

S0 bravely, aid your Lhrone in llmu'un.].

O soffering: ehild of God, will b

What gave John Bunyan such a won-
drous draam of the celestial city? The
Bedford penitentinry,  What gave Rich.
ned Bnxter soch power to tell of the
sSuints’ Everlasting Rest,” and glve
his munortal “Call to the Unconvert-

ed?' Poysical disenso which I'm‘ki!d|

GVERY Herve in his \1\)11.\'

What mellowed and gloritied Wilber-
foroe's Christian churncter? A finnneial
misfortune that led him o write: *1
know not why my life is spared so long,
except it be to show that & mun can be
as happy without a fortune as with
one.”  What guve John Milton such
keen splritual eyvesight thut he could

sew the battle of the angels? Extinguish- |

ment of physieal oyesight.  What Is the
highest observatory for studying the
tars of hope and faith and spiritual
pf{)lllim'}' The believer's sick-bed. What
proclpims the richest and most golden
harvests that wave on the hills of
henvenly rupture?  The snows, deep
snows, the awful snows of earthly
calamity. And that comforting thought
is one of the treasures of the snow.

Another treasure of the snow is the
suggestion that this mantle covering
the enrth is like the soul after it is for-
given.  “Wash me,” said the Psalmist,
und 1 shall be whiter than snow.”

In the time of Graham, the essayist,
in one mountain district of Scotland an
average of ten shepherds perishedevery
winter in the snow drifts, and so he
proposed that, at the distance of every
mile, a pole fifteen feet high and with
two eross pieces be erected, showing the
points af the compuss, and a bell hung
at the top, so that every breeze would
ring it, and so the lost ones on the
mountining would hear the sound and
tako the direction given by this pole
with the cross pieces nnd get safely
home.

Whether that proposed plan was
adopted or not 1 do not know, but I de-
clare to all you who are in the heavy
and blinding drifts of sin and sorrow
| that there is o eross near by that can
direct yon to home, and peace, and God;
and hear you not the ringing of the
Gospel bell hanging to that eross, say-
ing: ‘“I'his Is the way, walk ye in it?"
No wonder that the sacred poct put the
psalmist’s thought into rhythm with
that ringing chorus we have so often
sung:

Donr Jesus, I long to bo perfootly whole;

1 want Theo forever to live ln my soul.

Breuk down every ldol, cast down every foel

Now wasn e, aud T snall be whiter than
snow !

Whiter than sanow! yes, whiter than snow|

Now wash me, and 1 shall be whiter than
snow!

Get that prayer answered, and we will
be fit not only for earth, but for the
Heaven where every thing is so white
bacause every thing ia so pure.

PUNGENT PARAGRAPHS.

—He—"The Van Alstynes live in
great style, don't they?' She—*"Yes,
they even have a dissipated son.”

—Soft Sawder—*But I don’t call this
s fashionnble 'st!” “It will soon be-
enme so. madam, if you wear it!"—Lon-
don Punch.

—A touch of love makes the momt
matter-of-fact man & poet, or, what
amounts to the same thing, makes him
think he is » poet.—Indianapolis Jour
nal.

—Particularly the Regreta —Maid—
“Mr. Small counldn't call to-night, and
he sends his regrets and this little pres-
ent” Miss Little—"Thanks for both*
—Epoch.

—Tremhling Yonth--"*Madam 7 love
yon to distraction: will you be my wife?"
t3irl of the Foture—*You may leave
your references and eall sgain!”™—N. Y.
Herald.

—Walker (newly married)—*'T hope
you will do justice to my wife’s biscuits,
old man?” Cutting (his gnest)—**Well,
frankly, T think they deserve thirty
days."—American Grocer.

—“My husband Is very fond of an-
imals,” said Mrs. Furber “Lust night
in his sleep he turned over and sald.
‘Take out something for the kitty.'"—
Boston Commerecinl Bulletin.

—'“Secms to me you're pretty rough
on me for an old friend,” said the six
dollar elerk ns he ruefully looked at his
worn-out. linen collur. — Binghswton
Republican.

—"*“That was a great scheme of Frank-
lin's for getting lightning out of the
olowds," said Flickens to his slangy
room-mate. “Yes,” was the reply.
“Pretty fly.""—Washington Post.

—**T beg pardon, but won't yon ask
your wife to remove her hat? [ can't
sce the stage.” Husband (whispering
back) -*Ask her yourself, please. You
don't know her as well as I do.”"—Flie-
gende Blatter.

—Sweedlo—*'T can't sen what makes
everybody rush to that little restaurant
on the corner.”  Pipes—*‘The salt-shalk-
ers never clog. Only place of the kind
in town.”

—Ed Spicer—"A Brooklyn policeman
shot seven times at a brother officer and
only just grazed him once.” John
Moore—*‘Probably his motto was ‘We
aim to please!' "—Week's Sport.

—A Keen Sense of Humor.—Jack (on
his knees)—**0, Ethel, say the word—
what on earth are you doing with that
camern?” Ethel—'Don’'t move, Jack; 1
want to show you something funny."—
N. Y. Sun.

—*"They tell me Miss Rizzle calls you
an upstart," said u young man to Gus de
Joy. “Yes; but 1 cawn't blame her,
don't you know. 1 had sat ona plo just
at the time dou't you know.—Washing-
ton Post.

—*Well, I don't enrc If she docs talk
about her neighbors, there's one good
thing to be auid In her fuvor. anyhow.”
“What's that" *She never fooled away
her time oo a crasy quilt."—Ram's
Horn.

—She Gave Credit When Due.—Wife
(sternly)—*Was that you singing., Mr.
Heavysides?"' Heavysides (weekly) —
*Yes, dear. I sometimes sing when |
am alone.™ Wife—"Yon huve more
eonsideration for the feclings of others
than I had given you credit for, "—Brook-
lyn Eagle.

—"Brethren.” sald an old negro
peacher, “I've gotu three dollur sermon,
I've ot . two dollar sermon, and 1've
ot o dollar and a half sermon; [ want
this indelicate andience to take up a
eollection, and then I will know which
ix the easiest to give you"—Uunited
Presbyterian.

—awmmmerers,  when  whispering,
rorely show any Impediment In speech.
Oun this fact o new mw;thod of treatment
has been advoeated, which is as follows:
In the first ten days speaking is pro-
Libited; this will allow rest to the volce,
and constitutes the preliminary plan
of treatment. Durilng the next ten
dnys spealiing is permissible in the whis
pering volee; and in the course of the
next fifteen days the ordinary conversa-
tional tone may be gradually employed

The Popular Notlon af §ilberty.

To do whut one likes with one's own,
and to have s much as possible of one’s
own to do what one likes with—that, |
tale it, Is the Ildeal of life usually set
before themselves by those who are
commonly accounted men of under-
standing. That is the liberty where-
with we are made free by the much-
boasted civilizution of the nineteenth
century, which has so largely converted
“business’” into schemes of gambling
ealled speculation, and into processes of
| fraud on “'the windy side of the law."
| And if we pass from private life to the
public order, the most common and
popular notion of the State ia that it ls
s machine for securing person and prop-
| erty, in the unfettered employment of
whieh. at one’s own will, liberty is held
to resilde, —Forom.

—The Arst solld-hesd pin was mades in
{R24, in England, by Lemuel W. Wrighs,
an American. 1n 1832 Dr, John I, Howe,
# Connecticut man, invented a machine

for mnling solid-hend pins. It was the |

tiest snecessful machine, and completed
the pin by a simple process. The old
hend was soldered on to the shaslk of
the pin

AN ANCIENT LOCKOUT.

built | ——
ont of coaguersd  earthly 1|ira:lhlerﬂ.fTh. Fires Sivike We Enow of Was in

Egypt Three Thousand Years Ago.

“There is nothing new under the
sun,” receives nowhere n more startling
verification than in  this matter of
strikes. The way in which our work-
ingnmen of modern Europe try to coerce
their employers was In substance the
way mdopted by their dark-skinned,
meanly olad, poorly fed pradecessors in
the lund of the Nile before Moses led
the Israclites out of Egypt. M. Mus-
pero, who is well qualified to spesak on
all points connected with Egyptology,
devotes several very interesting pages
to the subject In his charming **Historie
Readings.” It seems that the families
of the working classes were quite as im-
provident in Egypt thirty centuries ago
us some of them are in England at the
present duy. At the beginning of the
month, when they had just received
their month's rations, eating and drink-
ing went on wlithout restraint. By the
middle of the month the stock begun 1o
foll, and famine begun to stare the
thriftless honscholds in the face. So
again and again they went out on strike
in order to extort more from their su-
periors. A strike of masons is deseribed
by M. Maspero in detuil, and some parts
of the desoription might ulimost be mis-
taken for extracts from an English or
German newspuaper in the nineteenth
cantury of the Christinn era.

The 10th of the month the builders
employed ata temple rushed tumultu-
ously out of the place where they were
working and sat down behind a chapel
in the temple precinets, exelaiming: “We
are hungry und there are eighteen days
before the next pay day.” They charged
the paymasters with dishonesty, assert~
ing that the latter guve false measure.
The paymasters, on the other hand,
charged the men with want of fore-
sight. alleging that they spent their
wages as soon as they touched them.
After some further negotiations with
the officers of the Government the men
resumed work on the understanding
that the King himself should receive
their complaint. Two days later Pha-
rach actually visited the temple, and
when the matter was laid before him
ordered relief to be given to the woebe-
gone masons. For o short time there
was qulet, but soon provisions failed
and discontent broke out again with re-
newed violence. On the 16th of the fol-
lowing month the strike was in fuall
force again. Not a man would work.
On the 17th and 18th they still refused
to lift a tool. On the 19th they at-
tempted to leave the precincts of the
temple in order to carry their griev-
ances into the outer world, but found
that the person who was placed over
them had taken precauntions so effective-
ly that no one could leave. So they
spent the whole of that day in laying
thelr plans. On the following day they
resorted to more noisy methods. After
vainly appealing with loud eries to their
manager, they decided to apply to the
Governor of the city, and therefore
rushed through the busy streets to the
Inconvenience of pedestrisns, not top-
ping until they reached the Governor's
palace. Like their Europesn successors,
these discontented artisans stubbornly
refused to work, spent many hours o
discussing their position and prospects,
disturbed the order of the streets by
their impetuous movements, and nlti-
mutely obtained part, at least, of their
demands. So we can trace the strike
baclk for 8,000 years; that is, to o period
when Rome was npot bullt, and even
Greek clvilization was still in its infaney.

How old the method was at that time
it Is at present impossible to say. Per-
haps the custom is as old as the Pyra-
mids. Perhaps the first strilce preceded
the most anclent of the existing monu-
ments of civilization.—~Pall Mall Gazette.

MADE NO DIFFERENCE TO HIM.
The Boys Put Up s Joke on Unecle Jim, Bat
Reckoned Without Thelr Host.

A gentleman, familiarly known as
“Uncle Jim,” is one of the nation's em-
ployes, mot many miles from the Barge
Office. He Is geninl, courteous and effi-
clent, but in no wise remuarkable save
for an almost totsl deficiency in the
sense of smell.

Several days since a number of his
friends went to a Whitehall Str.-et cigur
dealer and asked him to construct a
cigar for them, the component purts of
which were to be tar, felt, cotton rags
and glue. The whole affair was to be
covered with a “‘Henry Clay” wrapper.

The next time the crowd., ineluding
Unele Jim, came together, one of them
produced and informally presented the
old gentleman with the aforesaid sbomi-
nation.

Unele Jim, who, it may be remarked,
is extremely fond of cigurs, took the
proffered weed, chewed it awhile pen-
sively, lit it and finally smoked it. Sev-
eral of those present who had intended
to stay and see the outcome of the joke
had now suddenly changed their minds.
The aroma that filled the place was
something appalling. In five minutes
the room was empty, save for the pres-
ence of the smoker and the original per-
petrator of the joke.

After enduring the stench for several
minutes, however, he too had fled, leay-
ing Uncle Jim iu sole end undisturbed

lon. After bhalf an hour or 5o he
returned just in timne to see the victim
making his final expectoration prepars-
tory to throwing away the butt.

“What do you think of that clgar,
Unale Jim?" he asked. "It's a genuine
Cuban Henry Clay."”

*0," returnad Uncle Jim, with a self-
satiafled smile, "'it was a fiue cigar, yes,
& mighty fine cigar. ButI tell you, my
boy (this confidentially), they dont
maie Henry Clays as they used to. No,
slree.”—N. Y. Herald.

Love's Toung Dream.

“Wouldn't it be nice, Henry dear,”
she whispered, as the sleigh started off,
and she drew the robe up, *'if we could
glways go through life together this
way?

“Yes," he answered; “the coal bills
wonld be little enough; but, great
Caesar! Alice,” he continued, after a
little thonght, “'think of the livery billl"
—larper's Bazar.

—Tom-- "Theysay that Tomson writes
poetry.” Jack—'‘But his friends are do-
ing their best to contradict the report.”
—Yankee Blade

—The pleasure of bathing in a Pull-

man car is thus drolly pictured by a

gentleman who has doubtless experi-
enced what he deseribes: The coach
ewings und jolts along, and you feel
your way unsteadily to the tiny bath-
room. The portr fills the tub, which is
narrow and deep anda more like a barrel
th nthe vessels we use In our houses.
Ten to one, as yon sit beside the ap-
paratus o undress, the car will strike a
sharp curve, and all the water in the
tub will lesp out wud deluge yon from
head to foot. If you escape that luele,
and get into the tub, the curve und the
car are certain to meet, and In an in-
stunt you find yourself in un empty ro-
ceptacle, while your shoss and stockings
are floating around in the lale that hus
eovered the foor.

The Two Japaas.

There are two Japans. One com-
menced its national life, so suys mythi-
€1l history, six hundred and sixty years
bafore our era, with the neceasion of the
Emperor Jlmma Tenuno. The other,
everybody knows, came Into existence
shout twenty-three years ago, In the
Ythe first of Meljl.” Neither of them
ecan be ever at all completely under
stood even hy the most intelllgent and
lndefatigable foreign olserver. Yon
ought certainly to have been born under
one of the great Shogunetes, the last of
which fell amid battle of revolution in
A. D. 1868, to ecomprehend in uny intl-
mate way wnelent Japan; and you
shoald be native-bred, o living part of
the brand-new order of thiugs, to have &
reasouable chaves of feeling as this pso-
ple feels and look upon the outer and
loner world witu their eyes. Let no-
body, therefore—lenst of ull & mers
traveler—venture to theorize too boldly

| Wbt Jagan aad Japanese. —Seribner,
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SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY.

reports that thore are seventy-seven coal
mines in the State, with o eapital of
£2,081,000. The output last yoar was
8,476,000 Lons.,

—The total area under ditch in El
Paso Connty, Col., (of swhich Colorndo
Springs is the chief city) Is 11,940 acres.
There are thirty-one reservoirs con-
structed, at an estimated total cost of
§00,000, and four partially completed
reservoirs, which when fnished, will
have cost 11,0000 There urein ull sixty
diteches,

—A Russian physician has found that

pumbers in the fusting stomach of a
henlthy person. During tho earlier
part of digestion they are alwnys qnite
numerous. The gastrie juice, however,
tends to destroy the microbes, though
no effect on digestion appears to be
exerted by them.

—There are in European Russia 223
sugar factorfes, producing sugar from
beets. This year 200,594 desynting of
Innd were oecupied with the ealtivation
of sugar beets, and prodaced acrop of
800,380,084 poods.  The yield of sugar is

at 25,305,524 poods from ull the working
fuctories, about 21,000,000 of which is
required for use in European Russia.—
N. Y. Sun.

—Curious persons may ke to test the
accuracy of some observations by Dr.
Tere, an Austrian physician. He as-
serta that persons stung by bees are
exempt for severnl months from the ef-
feets of further stinging, protection be-
ing afforded in the sapme monner that
vaccination protects from small-pox.
He has also noticed that many stings
are required to affect sufferers from
acute rhevmatism, but that after evi-
dence of poisoning, the persons are not
only securs from furthor stings, but
from the rhenmatism itself.

—If M. Janssen can persnade the
French authorities, it is probable that
before the century ix ended we shall
have an observatory as near the summit
of Mont Blane as it is possible to erect
a habitable dwelling. That will put the
observatory on Ben Nevis quite into the
shade, and cven the Licle Obsorvatory
will be in the second rank. M. Janssen
has recently been up the mountain, and
has made careful note of the difficulties,
but gives a decided opinion that itis
possible to establish a station on what
is proeetieally the “summit” of Mont
Blane—or at least an elevation of 15,000
feet or more above the level of the sea,

—A prominent English statistical
writer, in speaking of the cotton manu-
focture in England, estimates that the
capital invested io the various branches
of the sume in Great Britain alone can
not faull very far short of £75,000,000, or
$875,000,000. He basis his ealculntions
as followa: “Takling the spindles at the
figure of 174 6d. each, and the looms at
£18 each, the nmount invested in plants
will touch £45,000,000, and edding to
this & floating eapital of £30,000,000
fully, which will be necessary to the
trade in importing the raw material,
converting it Into fabrie, and distrib-
uting the same to the world, a total is
obtained which indleates what s at
stake in this mighty industry.”

—When, in protoplasm, the matter
ont of which the plant eell is built up
was discovered, it was believed we were
nearing the problem of the origin of
life. But no one has ever made it any
clearer than before how life came to be
given to even this pristine, organic ma-
terial. Dr. Jullus Wiesner now con-
tends that even protoplasm is made up
of plasomes, and that the whole mass of
material s formed from the original
plasome by division, just as one cell is
by division formed from another eell.

ence the life in this original, minute
and almost inconcelvable plasome is de-
rived is as much a mystery as ever.—N.
Y. Independent.

A CORNISH JURY.

Why It Gave a Verdict In Favor of Vieky
Donnell

The following is onoof the west-coan-
try storles whioh the late Sir Stafford
Northeote was fond of telling:

One day, as Mr, Hicks was going inte
Bodmin, he met Mr.——, a farmer, who
lived near Launocston. =

“Marnin’, Mr. Hicks."

“Good morning, Mr. ——: why, 1
thought you always kept Launoceston
market?"”

“Well, so I did till Vieky Donnell's
trial.™

Now, Mr. Vincent Donnell was a vet-
erinary surgeon, who had been tried on
the accusation of having poilsoned his
mother-in-law, an old lady who had died
rather suddenly after a hearty supper
on rabbit and onlons. Vieky Donnsil
was aocquitted, to the great astonish-
ment of the world av large.

*Ah, that's another question,” said
Mr. Hicks; *yyu were foreman of the
jury; bow came you to let Vicky Don-
nell off?"

“Now, Mr. Hicks, you'me so bad as
the rest of them; thoy're always asking
why we let'n off, but I'll tell you how
"twas.

““We were shut up in a dark room
without food, firo or candle, and told we
must find & verdlet; so, when we talked
some tlme, ‘UGentlemen,” I says, ‘we
can’t sit here ull night, that's certain,
so we'll take opinions. What do you
say, Mr. ——7" We was sittin’ sll round
s long table, you know, and I spoke to
the nearsest.

““Why, I think the man's had very
bard measure; I don't think he did it at
sll. BShe died of the rabbit and onions;
what bizness had an old 'coman llke
ber to be alting rabblit and onlons at
that time of night?

*“*Well,” sayas Mr. Pengelly, who sat
next, ‘I think 'twas the arsenic did it
They doctors be so (rolicsome with thelr
aracnio, always trying things on; still,
as "twas to be experimentin’ like, I
think ‘twas much to his credit that he
took an old woman to try it on; he
might 'a’ took & young one.’

*“‘80 I think," says Mr. Boase. 1
should not like to hang Vicky Donnell
for the likes of her; I reckon she was s
very tadious sort of old 'ooman. BShe's
not the frst tadious sort of old 'ooman
tha't been put out of the way, not by

Vicky Donnell for the likes of her.’

***No more should I,” says the next,
“for Vicky Donnell he saved my wife's
life In the scarlet fever; she'd a died
else.”

***Yes, and he saved my plg in the
measles,” sald the fifth, ‘so there’s two
lives for one, take It how you will."

** ‘Well," says the next, ‘I donot think
us ought to let him off altogeiher. I
think we ought to give him six months
on the debtors’ side.’

'O, you can't do that, mister,” says I;
‘it must be neck or nothing.'

** *Well, then,' says he, ‘I'm for noth-
ing, I'm sure.’

**Well, Mr. Hicks, I thought there was
a good deal in Iy, Mr. Hicks; a good deal;
but Ididn't llke quite to make up my
mind, so [ ecall en down the table—for
‘twas grown so dark you couldn’t see
your head—to Abruham Smith of Gram-
pound—him with the squeaky volce,
you know—us calls him Winnlek for
short; ‘Mr. Smith,' says [—for you know,
Mr. Hicks, being foreman of jury, I need
not call him by his short name—'Mr.

—*‘what do you say to it? ['ve as good
en opinlon of your judgment as of any
man st the table, and you live over

against the man opposite the water, as
‘twere, 80 you must know—what do you
think?

“*Well, mister,” says Lo, ‘what you
zay, 1 zay, tu.’

*8ir," says [—‘Winnick,' says I—*I

{ shall respect your judgment the longest

day 1 bave to live.'

“Then | msks the nexi two, and they |

eald they'd go ‘with the maiorlty.’
‘Well," says 1, ‘you go with us, and
you'll be the majority

“*80 they went with us, und we were

|tht I $y. And shat's how Vicky

§OV o "—Londen Niar

—The State mine inspector of Indiana |

microbes were always present in great |

estimated for the curvent year (1590-91) I

many & wan. [ shouldn't llke to hang

THE " CRAPE-CHASER."
A Pecaliar but "'I";ﬂlTllﬂ Mode of Gnining
& Llvallhood,

A reporter met a erape-chuser the
other day for the first time 1o kuow whe
and what he was. It was in o local
florist’s shop. A ruthor sesdv and In-
gubrions  individaal onteecd, I liia
hupnd he earvied a swall wive feone
with wire lettering. It was appurent
that it was one of those frames gsel by
florists in preparing wreaths and th
ke on the oceasion of funermls

The lorist secined 1o know the new
comer, apd he saluted hlm fomd)iael v

“Well, Jim, what is 11?7 e nsiosd

“Just a few seraps,” said the melao- |

choly one, **funeral's this aftermoon
“Well, I ean't do much for you to-

day, Jim,” snid the florist. Then he

rummaged among his flowers for n fow

| minutes and finally handed Jim wf
| bunches of withered flowers nnd for

“It's the best I ean do,” he said
“Never mind,” said the melunclialy
one, “[ reckon 1 ean male em "
Then he went awny as lugubrious an
he was when he came.

“Lost some of his family?" the re
porter ashed.

“Gracions, nn,” answered the Horist
with a laugh, “*Jim never had any family
that I've heard of. Jim is a4 crne
chaser, you know.” The reporter didn't
know, and then he was enlighitoned ns
to crape chasers. These pentlemen

seem to have shown a very considerably
degree of originality in their selection
of a calling.

They form a portion of that army o
persons who in ome way or nnother
make & living ont of the fact that men

no longer to be seen. He is no longer
an institution respected even by the
small boys in the streets.

The erppe chaser is another sort of »
tradesman. If he was vain-glorions he
might call himself a florist, althoueh
that would be rather stretohing e
matter, since he bears abont e S
relation to a florlst proper that o prany
cake stand bears to a  full-fledeed
bakery.

The erape chaser’s mode of procedurs
is simple. He reads the denth columns
of the daily papers every morning,
hangs abont undertaker’s establizh-
ments in the tenement distriets waiting
for accounts of deaths. He puys noat-
tention save to those that ocenr in poor
families. He is at the scene o death us
soon as or before the crupe is hung on
the door. He goes armed with frames
that are approprinte for floral picoes

By the exercise of any wile thut mny
seem to it the occasion he manages to
secure interviews with some membor
of the bereaved famiiy. 'The crape
chaser displays his frames. Le nrgues
that he can supply floral pieces maoch
cheaper than any florist will, and this
is true, slthough he does not tell why
he can.

Sometimes he falls to obtain orders,
but many more times he succeweds, and
in his way does a more or less protitabla
business, for although he sells so much
cheaper than a florist with the Aowers
he usea for wreaths and the lilce are the
odds, ends and ontcastings of the flor-
Ist's stock. So his profita are fully in
proportion to his outiny.

The trade has its ramifleations too.
Near ons of the Joeal cemetories there
is « man who makes A business of buy-
ing up the rusty old frames when the

end the wrecks of floral pleces taken
from them. He ¢leans and repaints tha
frames, and then sells them for & song.
The erape chasers are his best ecustom-
ers. And so thia queer business is car-
ried on.—N. Y. Mall and Express.

Frenoh Military Mistakes

French war office recently, In looking
over the records It was discovered that

the hundreth anniveraary of his hirih

the garrison where Mandnit was re-
corded as being on duty to cclobrate the
day in military fashion. Upon investi-
gation, however. it was learned thit
Manduit had died in 1875, By mistale
his name had not been taken from the
records. A similar mistake occorred
during Boulanger's administration. (e
ders were Issued to pay military honory
to Brigadier General Marvion de Gaju on
the one hundredth anniversary of his
birth. Great was the sarprise of n in-

pointed a company of soldiers and a
military band drew up before a house
which was snid to be the home of the
general. But the general, it was nfier

years before the eveniful day, Asin
the recent incident. the clerks had for-
gotten to erase the officer’s naine from
the record.—Chicago Times.

The Eating Business.

It seems extremely odd that a man
should ever have been constructed on a
plan that requires him to s'op work
threes tlimes every day and load wup.
Mesnls are pleasunt enongh when they
are pleasant, but the Inconvenience and
the expense of them are simply ridico-
lous, If we were built on an cight-day
system, or could go out and gorge once
or twice & week and have done with it,
there would be a better possibility of
sccomplishing something that would
make life worth while. Of course,
every day brings its own pleasant pos-
sibility that some microscopist mny find
tha bacillus of hunger and devise o
lymph that will eat him.—Hochester

ulon.

Those Blooming Fogs.

“We have some pretty good foesin
this country, don’t you think, chappie?”
sald Inglea to Angles, who bhas spent
two weeks in England.

**0, yes; but they can't compare with
those we ha e in London, ye know."

*'Are they much heavier?"

“Y-n-a-8; {f they wemain any length
of time they become pawsitively moth-
eaten.""—Washington Post.

—Point for the Swear-offs.—Dngea
{meeting his friend Jaggs In 1 suloon)—
“Youn here! Last New Year Day you
told me you would never drink a dr p
of liquor while you breathed.” *“Nor
do 1," replied the smiling Jaggs. **Watch
me; | drink while my breath rests.—
Washington Star,

R. B. LERS
Grand Meat Market !

Kei p: the Largest and Choicest
stock of Meats in the city, also

CROCERIES

——AND——

snd in fact every thing.

Give me a onll aund reo It things
are not there Elj,

SBmith,' says I—'Winnick,” 1 udds, that |
he might know who I was n-sposking to |

The Leading Butcher.
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